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MAGI Households

Medicaid vs. Marketplace

• For Marketplace, HH size = Tax filing unit

• For MAGI Medicaid, HH size = Tax filing unit BUT...

         EXCEPTIONS:

⚬ If no one files taxes (“non-filer”), HH is parents plus minor 

children

⚬ Special cases treated as a “non-filers”

￭ Tax dependent who is not a child or spouse

￭ Child claimed as tax dependent by non-custodial parent

￭ Child living with both parents who are unmarried

⚬ Spouses living together are in same HH, regardless of filing 

status

⚬ A pregnant woman is counted as 2 people (or 3, if twins)















Medicaid MAGI Household Rules
Source: CBPP, Reference Guide: Medicaid Household Rules









•Income deeming is when the income of an ineligible spouse or parent(s) is counted 

towards the applicant’s income for determining eligibility.

• If Medicaid Individual or Medicaid Couple are applying, only count their income. 

⚬ No income deeming from ineligible spouse or parent(s) in HH

• Income is “deemed” (or counted) when: 

• Spouse-to-spouse if living together and not enrolled in CAP/DA or PACE (Medicaid 

Individual with an Ineligible Spouse)

•  Parent-to-child if child is under 18 and lives in the home (Medicaid Child)

Whose Income 

Counts?



Three generation household

⚬ Charlotte claims her minor daughter, Baby, 

and mother, Grandma (54), as tax 

dependents.

⚬ Charlotte earns $1,250/biweekly but has 

$10/biweekly in 401(k) payroll deferrals. 

Grandma receives $100/biweekly from a 

pension.

Medicaid Household 

Example

• Charlotte and Baby’s household size 

is 3 based on the tax household. 

Only Charlotte’s income counts 

because Grandma is a tax 

dependent.

• Even though Grandma is a tax 

dependent, her household is 

different because she meets one of 

the exceptions (she is a tax 

dependent of someone other than a 

spouse or parent). Her household 

size is one under the non-filer rule 

and only her income is counted.

Medicaid

HH size

%age of 

FPL

Eligibility

Charlotte 3 129% Expansion (MXP) 

eligible

Baby 3 129% MIC eligible

Grandma 1 18% Expansion (MXP) 

eligible 
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https://policies.ncdhhs.gov/divisional/health-benefits-nc-medicaid/forms/dma-5200-ia-application-for-health-coverage-help-paying-costs/@@display-file/form_file
https://policies.ncdhhs.gov/divisional/health-benefits-nc-medicaid/forms/dma-5201-ia-application-for-health-coverage-help-paying-costs-short-form/@@display-file/form_file/
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